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JFOSHUA-xxiv.15. | | 
IF it ſeem evil unto you to ſerve the Lord, chuſe you this day whom yau 
will ſerve. | 


FI Heſe are the words of Foſþa, who,after he had brought 
the People of //rae/thorough many difficulties and ha- 
214 zards into the quiet poſicſſion of the promiſed land , 
Ir. 2 P21 like a good Prince and. Father of his Country wasve- 
COIL ry ſollicitous, before lus death, tolay the firmeſt tounr 
_— dation he could deviſe of the future happineſs & proſ- 
perity of that People in whoſe preſent ſettlement he had, by the | 


_ # — 
—_ 
— 


-bleſſing of God, been ſo ſucceſsful an inſtrument. 


And becauſe he knew no means ſo effetual ro rhisend, as to con= 
firm them in the Religion and Worſhip of-the true God, who had by 
ſo remarkable and miraculous a Providence planted them in that - 

ood Land; he ſummons the people together, and repreſents to them 


all thoſe Conſiderations that . might engage them and their poſterity 


forever, to continue in the true Religion. He tells them what God 
had already done for them , and what he had promiſed to do more, 
if they would be faithful to him: And on the other hand, what fear- 
ful calamities he had threatned., and would certainly bring upon © 
them, in caſe they ſhould tranſgreſs his Covenant and go and ſerve 
other Gods. Andafter many Arguments to this purpoſe, he concludes 
with this earneſt Exhortation at the 14h verſe , Now therefore fear 
the Lord , and ſerve him in ſincerity and in truth , and put away the 


gods which your fathers ſerved on the other fide of the flood , and in Ee 


gypt ; and ſerve ye the Lord. 
And to give the greater weight and force to this Exhortation , he, 

do's by a very eloquent. kind-of inſinuation as it were once moreget 

them at liberty, and leave them to their own. election : It being the - -* 


nature of man to ſtick more ſtedfaſtly to that which is not violently - i 
impoſed, but is our own free and deliberate choice : And if it feem *- 


evil unto youto ſerve. the Lord, chuſe you this day whom you will ſerve. 


Which words offer to our conſideration theſe following Obſerva- * , . } 
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2- A SERMON. Preached | 

IT. 1t is here ſuppoſed that a Nation muſt be of ſome Religion or other, 
Jo/hua do's not pat this to their choice, but takes it for granted. 

2.\7hat, thourh Religion be a matter of choite, yet it is neither a 
thing indifferent in it ſelf, nor to 4 good Governour what Relizion.his 
people are of.” Foſhua do's not put it tothern as if it were an indifferent 
matter whether they ſerved God or Ido's ; he had ſufficiently decla- 
red betore which of theſe was to be preterred. 

3. The true Religion may have ſeveral prejudices and objeftions a- 
gainſt it : If it ſeem evil unto you to ſerve the Lord , 1ntimating that 
upon ſome account, and to-ſome perſons, it may appear ſo. 

4. That the true Religion hath thoſe real advantages on its fide, thai 
it may ſafely be referr'd to any conſiderate mans choice. And this ſeems 


to be the true Reaſon why Fo/haa reters it to them : Not that he 


thought the thing indifferent , but becauſe he was fully ſatisfied that 
the truth and goodnels of the one above the other was ſo evident, that 
there was no danger that any prudent man fthou'd make a wrong, | 
choice, /f i: ſeemevilunto you to ſerve the Lord, chuſe you this day 
whom you will ſerve ; intimating , that the plain difference of the 
things in competition would dire& them what tochaſe. 
5. The Example of Princes and Governours hath a very great influ- 
ence upon the people in matters of Religion. This I collect from the 
'ontext: And Foſhua was ſenſible of it ; and theretore tho:igh he 
firmly believed the true Religion to have thoſe advantages that 
would certainly recommend it to every impartial mans judgment , . 
yetknowing that the multitude are eaſily impoſed upon and ledinto 


error, he thought fit to encline and determine them by his own ex- - 


amp'e, .and by declaring his own peremptory reſolution 1n the caſe, 
Chule you this day whom you will ſerve z as for me, 1 and my houſe wil! 
ſerve the Lord. Laws are a good ſecurity to Religion; but the Exam- 


_ ple of Governours is a living Law,which ſecretly overrules the minds 


of men, and bends them toa compliance with it, 
Non fic infleffere ſen/us - 
Hlumanos edittawvalent, ut vita Regentis. 
The Lives and Act.ons of Princes. have uſually a greater ſway upon 
the mindsot the peopie than their Laws.-. | | 


All thele Obſervations are I think very natural, and very conſide- 
rable; 1 {hall not be able to ſpeak to them all;. but thall proceed fo far | 


25 the time:ancd your patience-will give me-leave:. . Furſt, 
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| befure the KING. " 'g 
Firſt, /t 7s here ſuppoſed that a Nation muſt be of ſome Religion or o- 
ther, Joſhua do's not put it to their choice, whether they would 
worſhip any Detty at all. That had been too wild and extravagant 
a ſuppoſition , and which it is likely in thoſe days had never entred 
into any mans mind, But he takes it for granted that ail people will 
beof ſome Religion; and then offers it to their conſideration which 
they wou'd pitch upon , Chuſe you this day whom you will ſerve, wie 
ther the Gods woich your fathers ſerved, 8c, _ 45 
Re1gton 1s a thing to which men are not only formed by-educa- 
tionandcuſtom, but, as Zullyſays, 19 onmnes duce naturd vehimur, 
It 15 that to which we are all carried by a natural inclination-: which 
is thetrue Reaſon why ſome Religion or other hath ſo univerſally 
prevalied 1n all Ages and places of the world. 


The temporal telicity of men, and the ends of Government can ve» 


ry hardly , it at all, be attained without Religion. - Take away: this, 


and a!l Obligations of Conſcience ceaſe : and where there 15 fo ob- 
ligation of Conſcience, all ſccurity of Truth and Juſtice and mutual 
confidence among men is at an end. For why ſhould I repoſe corft- - 
dence inthat man,why ſhould I take his word, or believe his promile, 
or put any of my intereſts and -concernments into his power who 
hath no other reſtraint upon him but that of himane Laws and 15 
at liberty ih his own mind and principies todo whatever he judgeth 


to beexpedient for his intereſt , provided he can but do it withour 
danger ro himſelt? So that declared Atheiſm and Infideiity dotty 


1ait'y bring men under a jealoufie and ſuſpition with all mankind : 
Andevery wiſe man hath reaſon to teupon his guard againſt thoſe 
from whomhe hath no cauſe to exyect more juſtice and truth ond e- - 
quity in their dealings than he can compel them-to by the mere dint 
and forceof Laws. For by declaring themſelves tree trom x hother 
obitgations they give us fair warning what we are to expect atthcir 


hands, and how far we may truſt them. Religion is the firongeit 


band of humane Society ; and God ſo neceſſary to the we tareand 
happineſs ofmankind , as it the Being of God himſelf hagi kcerr pur- 
jole!y deſigned and contrived for no other end but tie benefit and 
advantage Of men: 'So that very we!) may it be tazen tor granted ,. 
that a Nation muſt be of ſome Religion or cther. | 
Secondly, 7Thowzy Religion be a matter of our choice, yet it is neather 
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- 4 SERUMIOO NN Plregubbedli 
thats ritferent in it ſelf morto:a:gaod Gevernowr,, ubhat Relig ign'hys 
jPeoplemie of. . Notwithilanding; the ſuppoſition of the Text , Fo/hua 
, doth not.leave, them at liberty, whether they. will ſervesGod or Idols. ; 
butby a,very Rhetorical Scheme. of Speech endeavours to engage 
them more firmly tothe. worſhipof the true Ged. 2 
To countenance-.and ſypport the true Religion, and torake care 
rat the people beinſtryuRed in it , {nd that none be permitted to. de- 
bauch and ſeduce men from it, properly belongs to the Civil Magi- 
firate. This pawer the Kings. of rae! always exerciſed , not only 
with allow ance, but with great approbationand commendation from 
God himſelf. And the caleis not altered ſince Chriſtianity : The bet- 
ter the Religion is, the better it deſerves the countenance and ſup- 
port ofthe Civil Authority. And this Power of the Civil Magiſtrate 
in matters of Religion was never called 1nqueition,but by the Ent hu- 
ſa/ts of theſe later times: And-yet among theſe, every Father and 
Mailer of a. Family claims this Power over his Children and Servants, 
2t the ſame time that they deny it to. the Magiſtrate over his Sukzects. 
But T would fain know where the difference lyes. Hath a Maſter of a 
Family more power over thoſe under his Government than the Ma- 
ziftrate hath 2 No man ever pretended it: Nay, fo far 1s it from that, 
1hat the natural Authority -of a Father may be, andvbften is, limited 
and reſtrained by the Laws of, the Civil Magiſtrate. And why then 
may not a Magiſtrate exerciſe the ſame power over-his Subjects in 
matters of Religion , .which every Maſter challengeth to himſelf in 
his own Family, that is, to eſtabliſh the true worſhip of God in ſuch 
inanner and with ſuch circumſtances as he thinks beſt, and to permit 
none to affront it, or to ſeduce from it thoſe that are under his care. 
And to prevent all miſunde: ſtandings in this matter, I do not hereby 
aſcribe any thing to. the Magiſtrate that can poſſibly give him any 
pretence of right to rejet Gods true Religion, -or to declare what he 
pleaſes to te ſo, and. what Books he pleaſes to be Canonical and the 
IVord of God ; and conſequently to make a falſe Religion ſo currant 
by the ſtampof his Authority, as to oblige his SubzeQs to the-profeſ- 
ſon of it : Becauſe he who acknowledgeth himſelf to derive. all his 
Authority from God, can pretend to none againſt him.-'But if a falſe 
Religion be eſtabliſhed by Law , the caſe here is the ſame as in all 0- 
thcr Laws thatarc ſunful in the matter of them , but yet made by a 
| law- 
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| before the K IN G. | 
awtul Authority;in this caſe the Subjeftis not bound to profeſs a falſe 
Religion, but patiently to ſuffer for the conſtant profeſſion'of the true. 


And to ſpeak freely in this matter , I cannot think (till I be better = . 


inform'd, which I am always ready to be) that any pretence of Con- 

{cience warrants any man , that is not extraordinarily commiſſion'd 

as the Apoſtles and firſt Publiſhers of the Goſpel were , and cannot 

juſtifie that Commiſſion by Miracles as they did, to aftront the cſta- 

bliſh'd Religion of a Nation (though it be falſe ) 'and openly to draw 

menoff from the profeſſion of it in contempt of the Magiſtrate and 

the Law : All that perſons of a different Religion can in ſuch a caſe 

reaſonably pretendto, is,to enjoy the private liberty and-exerciſe of 
their own Conſcience and Religion ; for which they ought to be ve- 

ry thankful, and to forbear the open making of Proſelytes to their 

own Religion,(thoughthey be never ſo ſure that they are in the right) 

till they have either an extraordinary Commiſſion from God. to that 

purpoſe, or the Providence of God make way for it by the permiſſion 

of the Magiſtrate. | | 

And that they are guilty however of groſs Hypocriſie who pre- 

tend a further obligation of Conſcience in this matter , I {hall give 

this plain Demonſtration, which relies upon Conceſſions generailv 

made on all hands, and by all parties. No Proteſtant{that I know of) 

holds himſelf obliged to go and preach up his Religion and make Con- 
verts in - ape or /taly: Nor doeither the Proteſtant Miniſters or' Pe 
piſh Prieſts think themſelves bound in conſcience to preach the Go- 

ſpel in Zarky,to convert the Mahometans. And what is'the reaſon ? be- 

cauſe of the ſeverity of the Inquiſition in Popz/þ Countreys,and of the 
Laws in Zurky. But doth the danger then alter the obligation of con- - 
ſcience? Nocertainly ; but it makes men throw off the 1alſe pretence 
and diſguiſe of it: But where there is a real obligation of conſcience, 
danger ſhould not deter men from their duty,as it did not the Apoſtles: 


which ſhews their caſe to be different from ours,and that probably this 


matter was ſtated right at 4rſt. So that whatever. is pretended, this ts | 
certain,that the Prie/ts and Jeſairs of the Church of Rome have 1n truth 
Ano MOre _— of conſcience to make Converts here in England 
than in Sweder or Turky ; where it ſeems the evident danger of fie 
attempt hath for theſe many-years given'them a-perfe& diſcharge 
. from theirduty in this particular. I ſhall joy nthe - Bu P "It 
ird' 
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5 A SERMON Preached 
Thir4 and Fourth/Obſervations together. That though the trne 
Religion way havg ſeptral/prejudices and objections againſt it, yet upon 
=examinatio: thereavill be found thoſe real advantages on its fide,that it 
may ſafely be referred to any conſiderate mans choice: If tt ſeem evil uns 
to you to ſerve the Lord, chuſe you this day whom you wall ſerve. 1f it ſeem 
evil unto yo, Intymating that to fome perſons and upon ſome accounts 
x way appeao. But when the matter 1s truly repreſented, the choice 
15 not difficult, nor requires any iong, deliberation, Chuſe you this day 
whom yo/will ſerve. Let but the Caule te fully and impartlly heard, 
and 2Aviſe man may determine himſelf upon the ſpot , and give his 
Verdict withoutever going from the Bar. | 
1Thetrue Religion hath always layen under ſome prejudices with 
partial. and inconſiderate men; which commonly ſpring trom one of 
thete zo cauſes,either the Prepoſſefiions of a contrary Rel:gzon,, or the 
_ eontrariety of the true Religion to the vicious inclinations and pratti- 
ces of men , Which uſuallyly-s at the bottom of all prejudice againſt 
feicion. Religion is aneremy to mens beloved luſts, and therefore 
theyare enemics to Religion. I begin with the #r/#,which is as much 
5 | ſhall beable tocompalts at this time. 
I. The Prepoſſeſſions of a falſe Religion ; which commonly pretends 
 7woadvantages en its fide, Antiquity and Yniverſality; and is wont to 
05: tothe true Religion Novelty and Singalarity. And both theſe 
arc intimated both before and atter the Text: Put away the gods which 
our fathers ſerved on the other fide of the flood, and in Egypt: And chuſe 
you rhis day whom you will ſerve , whether ibe gods which your fathers 
ſerved on the other fide of the flood,or the gods of the Amorites in whoſe 
land ye diwo/7, Tdofatry was the Religion of their. Fathers , and had 
ſpread it ie!ſover the greateſt and moſt ancient Nations of the world, 
and the moit famous ior Learning and Arts, the Chaldeans and Egyp- 
tans ; and was the Religion of the 4morites and the Nations round 
about them. $0 that Folkza repreſents the 7Zeathen Religion with all 
'771ts firength and advantage ; and do'snot diſlemble its confident pre- 
tence to .-/n?iquity and wh 4g9" A wwe” they would alſo infinu- 
ate the Novelty and Singelarity of the worſhip of the God of. 7/rae7. 
Anditis very well worthy our obſervation, that one or both of theſe 
have always been the exceptions of falſe Religions (eſpecially of /do- 


larry and Superſtition )againſt the true Religion. Theanctent Idolaters 
of 
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before the KING, | _ 


of the world pretended their Religion to be ancient and univerſal,” 
that their Fathers ſerved theſe gods, and that theworſhip of the God 
of 1ſrael was a plain Innovation upon the axcient and Catholick-Reli- 
ion of the world., and that the very firſt riſe and original of it was 
within the memory oftheir Fathers; and no doubt they were almoſt 
perpetually upon the Fews with that pert Queſtion , Where was your 
Religion before Abraham? and telling them, that it was the Religionof 
a very {mall part and corner of the world, confined within a litt'e 
Territory:But the great Nations ofthe world, the Egyptians & Chal- 
deans, famous for all kind ofknowledg and wiſdom,and indeed all the 
Nations round about them, worſhipped other gods : And therefore it 
was an intolerable arrogance and ſingu/ariry in them , to condemn 
their Fathers and all the world,to be of a Religion different from all o- 
ther Nations, and hereby to ſeparate themſelves and make a Schiſme 
from the reſt of mankind. HEE 
And when the Goſpel appeared in the world, which the Apoſtle to 


the Zebrews(to prevent the ſcandal of that word)calls the time of Re 


formation;the Fews and Heathen till renewed the ſame objeQions a- 
gainſt Chriſtianity. The Fews urged againſt it, not the ancient Scrip- 
tures and the trueword of God , but that which they pretended to be 
of much greater Authority, the auwrittex Word, the ancient and con- 
ſtant Traditions of their Church; and branded this new Religion with 
the name of Hereſie, After the way(ſaith S.Paul)that you call Hereſie,ſo 
worſhip T the God of my Fathers; lelieving all things that are written in 
the Law, and in the Prophets. By which we ſee,that they of theChurch 
of Rome were not the firſt who called it Herefie to reject humanTra- 
ditions, and to make the Scripture the Rule of Faith : This was done 
long Lefore by their reverend Predeceſfors, the Scribes & Phariſees. 
And the Gentiles, they pretended againſt it both Antiquity and Z- 
nrver/ality, the conſtant belief and practice of all Ages,and almoſt all 
places of the worid;Seqguimur majores noftros qui feliciter jecuti ſunt ſus 
oslays Symr:scus : We follow our fore-f:thers , who happily followed 
74eirs:Bt you bring in a new Religion never known nor heard of 

the world before. | 
And when the Chriſtian Religion was moſt miſerably depraved and 
corrupted, in that diſmal night of ignorance which overſpred theſe 
Weſtern parts of the world about the Ninth and 7enth Centuries; an1 
B many 
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10. A $SERMO N Preached 
many. permcious Doqrines and ſuperſtitious prac ices were introdu- 
ced, to the woful defacing ofthe Chriſtian Religion , and making it 
quite another thing from what our Saviour had left it ; and theſe cor- 
ruptions and abuſes had continued for ſeveral Ages: No ſooner wasa 
Reformation attempted, but the Church of Rome make the ſame out- 
cry of Novelty and Singularity : And though we have ſubſtantially 
anſwered it a thouſand times., yet we cannot obtain of them to for- 
bear thatthreadbare Queſtion,Where was your Religion before Luther? 

I ſhall therefore apply my ſelf to anſwer theſe zwo Exceptions with 
all the brevity and clearneſsI can: And I doubt not to make it appear, 
that as to the point of Pnzverſalit)(though that be no wiſe neceſſary 
to.juſtifie thetruth of any Religion) ours is not inferiour to theirs; if 
we take in the Chriſtians of all Ages, and of all parts of the world : 
And as to the point of Antiquity, that our Faithand the Doctrines of 
our Religion have clearly the advantage of theirs; all o«r*Faith being 
unqueſtionable ancient, thezrs nat ſo. .. 

r. Asto the Point of 7niverſality; which they of the Church of 


| Rome, 1 know not for what reaſon , will needs make an inſeparable 


property and mark of the true Church. , And they.never flout at the 
Proteſtant Religion with ſo gooda graceamong the ignorant People, 
as when they are bragging of their Numbers,and deſpiſing poor Pro- 
teſtancy becauſe embraced by ſo few. This pe/tilent Northern FHerefie 
( as of late they ſcornfully call it)entertained it ſeems oniy in this cold 
and, cloudy corner of the world, by a company of dull ſtupid people, 
that can neither. penetrate into the proofs nor the poſſibility of Zrax- 
ſubRantiation; whereas to the more refined Southern Wits all theſe ditx 
ficut and obſcure Points areasclear as their Sun at Noon-day. | 
But to ſpeak to the thing it ſe!f. If Number be. neceſſary to prove 
rhe truth and goodneſs of any Religion , ears upon-enquiry will be 
found not ſo inconſiderable as our Adverfaries would makeit. T hoſe 
of the Reformed Religion , according totae moſt exact ca'culations 
that have been made by learned men, ——_ eſteemed not much une- 
qualin number to thoſe of the Romi/b perſwaſion.But then if we take 
in theancient Chriſtian Church , whoſe Faith was the ſame with ours; 
and other Chriſtian Churches at this day, which all together are vaſt- 
ly greater and morenumerous than the Roman Church, and which a- 
gree with us, ſeveral of them in very conſiderabie Doctrines and n_ 
1- 
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Qtices un diſpute between us and the Church of Rome,and all ofthem 
agree indiſclaiming that fundamental point and main hinge of the Ro- 
man Religion(as Be/larmin cailsit)I mean the Supremacy of the Biſhop 
of Rome over all Chriſtians and Churches in the world, then the Num- 

ber on our ſide will be much greater than on theirs. E 

| But we will not ſtand upon this advantage with rhem. Suppoſe we 
were by much the fewer. So hath the true Church of God otten been, 
without any the leaſt prejudice tothe truth of their Religion. What 
think we of the Church in Abraham's time, which for ought weknow 
was confined to one Family, and one ſmall Kingdom, that of Melchi- 
ſedec King of Salem:What think we of it in' Moſes his cmeahen was 
confined to one:people wandering in a Wilderneſs? What of it in '£7:- 
jah's time, when-beſides the zwo 'Tribes that. worſhipped at Feruſalen 
there were in the other ze but ſeven thouſand that had not bowed their 
knee to Baal? Whatin our Saviour's time , when the whole Chriſtian 
Church conſiſted of twelve Apoſtles, and ſeventy Diſciples,and ſome 
few Followers beſide? How would Be!larmine have deſpiſed this little 
Flock,becauſe it wanted one or two of his goodlieſt marks of the true 
Church, niverſality and Splendor? And what think we of the Chri- 
ſtian Church in the height of Arrianiſm and Pelagianiſm , when a 
great part of Chriſtendom was over-run with theſe krrors,& the num- 
ber of theOrthodox was inconſiderable in compariſon of theZereticks? 
But what needI to urge theſe Inſtances? As if the Truth of a Reli- 
con were to be eſtimated and carried by the Major Yote; which as it 
can be an Argument to none but Fools , ſo I dare fay no honeſt and 
wiſe man ever, made uſe of it for a ſolid proof of the truth and good- 
neſs of any Cidrch or Religion. If multitudes be an Argument that 


' men arein the right, in vain then hath the Scripture ſaid, Thou ſhalt 


not follow a multitude to do evil: For if this Argument be of any force, 

the greater Number never go wrong. | | 
2. As to the Point of Antiquity. This is not always a certain mark 
of the true Religion. For ſurely there was a time when Chriſtianity 
began, and wasa new Profeſſion ; and then both Judaiſm & Paganiſm 
had certainly the advantage of it in point of Antiquity.But the proper 
Queſtionin this Caſe is, Which 7s the true Ancient Chriſtian Faith, 
that of the Church of Rome, or Oars? And to make this matter plainit 
15 tobe conſtdered,, that a great part of the Rowan Faith is the Tm 
B 2 with 
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with Ours; as namely,the Articles of the Apoſtles Creed,as explained” 
by the firſt four General Councils. And theſe make up our whole 
Fairh, ſo far as concerns matters of meer and ſimple Belief,that are of 
abſolute neceſſity to Salvation, And in this Faith of Ours there isno- 


thing wanting thatcan be ſhewn in any ancient Creed of the Chriſti-.. 


an Church. And thus far Our Faith & zhezrsof the Roman Church are 
undoubtedly of equal Antiquity,thatis,as ancient as Chriftianity it ſelf, 
All the Queſtion is, as to the matters indifference between us. The 
principal whereofare the twe've Articles of the Creed of Pope Pus 
the IV. concerning the Sacrifice of the Maſs , 7ranſubſtantiation , the 
Communion in one kind only, Purgatory, Fc. not one of which is to be. 
found in any ancient Creed or Confeſſion of Faith generally allowed 
in the Chriſtian Church. The Antiquity of theſe we deny, and affirm 
them to be innovations; and have particularly proved them to be ſo, 


not only to the anſwering, but almoſt to the ſilencing ofour adverſaries. 


And as for the negative Articles of the Proteſtant Religion, in op= 


poſition to the errors and corruptions of the -Romz/h Faith , theſe are - 


by accident become a part of our Faith and Re'igion, occaſioned by 


their errors: as the renouncing of the Doctrines of Arr:aniſm became 


part of the Catholick Religion, after the riſe of that Hereſle.. 


So that the Caſe is plainly. this; We believe and teach all that is cons . 


tained in the Creeds of the ancient Chriſtian Church,& was by them 
Op neceſſary to Salvation: and this is-Our Religion. But now the 
Chu 


0:5-4nd. novelties we have rejeaed them; and our rejection of theſe is 


our Reformation.And our Reformation we grant(if this will do them 
any good )notto be ſo ancient as their corruption: All Reformation-- 


neceſſarily ſuppoſing corruptions and errors to-have been betore it. 


And now we are at a littie better leifure to anſwer that captious . 


Queſtion of theirs, here was your Religion before Luther? Where ever 


Chriſtanity was; in ſome places more pure, in others more corrup-. 


ted; but eſpecially in theſe Weſtern parts of Chriſtendom overgrown 


tor. ſeveral Ages.with manifold errors and corruptions,which the Re-. 


fors. 


tormation hath happily cut off,and caſt away.So that though our Re-. 
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of Rome hath innovated in the Chriſtian Religion, and made 
ſeveral additions toit,and greatly corrupted it both in the Dodctrines . 
and Practices of.it: And theſe additions and corruptions are their Re-. 
gion, as it is diſtin from ours; and both becauſe they arecorrupti- . 
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formation was as lateas Luther, our Religion is as ancient as Chriſtia- 
nity it ſelf, For when the 4ddtions which the Church of Rome hath 
made to the axc/ent Chriſtian Faith, and their Innovations in praQtice 
are pared off, that which remains of their Religion is ozrs ; and this 
they cannot deny to be every tittle of it the ancient Chriſtianity. 

And whatother anſwer than this could the Fews have-givento the 
like queſtion , if it had been put to them by the ancient /dolaters of 
the world,Where was your Religion before Abrahame but the very ſame 
in ſubſtance which we now giveto the Church of Rome?That for mi-. 
ny Ages the Worſhip ofthe one true God had bin corrupted,and the 
worſhip of Idols had-prevailed ina great part of the world; that 4-- 
braham was raiſed up by God to reform Religion, and to reduce the 
Worſhip of God to its firſt inſtitution;in the doing whereof he neceſ: 
farily ſeparated himſelf and his family from the Communion of thoſe 
Idolaters.So that though the Reformation which Abraham began was 
new, yet his Religion was truly ancient, as old as thatof Noah, and 
Enoch , and Adam. Which is the ſame in ſubſtance that we ſay, and 
with the fame and equalreaſon. 

And if they will ſtill complain of the newneſs of our Reformation, ſo 
do we too , and are hea: tily ſorry it began no fooner ; but however 
better iate than never. Beſides, it ought to be conſidered , that this 
objection of Novelty lies againſt all Retormation whatſoever, though 
never ſo neceſſary, and though things be never ſo much amiſs: And it 
is ineffect to ſay,” That if things be once bad, they muſt never be _bet- 
ter, but muſt always remainas they are;for they cannot be better with- 
out being reformed, and a Reformation muſt begin ſometime , and 
when ever it begins it 1s certainly new. So that if a rex| Reformation 
be made, the thing juſtifies it ſelf; and no objeftion of Novelry ought 
to take place againſt that which upon all accounts was ſo fit and ne- 
cellary to be done. Andif they of theChurch ofRome would ſpeak but | 
theirminds out in this mutter tiey ar2 not ſo muchdiſpleaſed at the 


Reformationwhich we have made becauſeit is new, as becauſe it is a 


Reformation. It was the humour of Babylon of old(as the Prophet tells 
us) that ſhe would not be healed, Fer. 5 1.9. and this is ſtill the temper | 
of theChurch of Rome,they hate to be reformed,& rather than acknowy- 
ledge themſelves to have beenonce in an error, they will contffine in 
it far ever. And this is that which at firſt made, and ſtill eutnintec 

hos 
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the breach and ſeparation between us,of which we'are no wiſe guilty 
who have only reform'd what was amils , . but they who obſtinately 
perſiſt in their errors, and will needs impoſe them upon us,and not let 
us be of their Communion unleſs we will ſay they areno errors. 

IT. Theother prejudice againſt thetrue Re'igion is, the contrariety 

of it to the vicious inclinations and prattices of Men. 

It is too heavy a yore, and lays too great a reſtraint upon humane 

Nature. And this is that which in truth lies at the bottom of all obje- 


_ tions againſt Religion, Men love darkneſs rather than light , becauſe 


their deeds are evil. 
. But this Argument. will require a diſcourſe by it ſelf, and therefore 


] ſhall not now enter upon it; oniy crave your patience a little longer 
whillt I make ſome refle&tions upon what hath been already delivered. 

You ſee what are the excep77ous which Idolatry and Superſtition 
have always made, and do at this day ſtill make, againſt the true Re- 
lIigion; and how ſlight and infignificant they are. / 

But do we then charge the Church of Rome with Tdolatry ? Our 
Church moſt certainly does ſo,and hath always done it from the be- 
ginning of the Reformation;in her Zomilies,and Liturgy,and Canons, 
and. in the Writings of her beſt and ableſt Champions. And though I 
have,as impartially as 1 could,conſfider'd what hath been ſaid on both 
ſides in this controverſie;yet I muſt confeſs I could never yet ſee any 
tolerable defence made by them againſt this heavy charge. And they 
themſelves acknowledg themſelves to be greatly under the ſuſpicion 
of it, by ſaying(as Cardinal Perron and others do) that the Primitive 
Chriſtians for ſome Ages did neither worſhip Images , nor pray to 
Saints, for fear of being thought to approach tgo near the Heathen 
Idolatry: And which is yet more , divers of their moſt learned men 
do conleſs, that if Tranſubſtantiation be not true , they are as groſs 


> Tdolaters as any in the world. And hope they do not expect it trom 


& 


us, that in complement to them, and toacquit them from the charge 
of Idolatry , we ſhould preſently deny our ſenſes, and believe 'Tran- 
ſibllantiation; and if we do not believe this, they grant we have rea- 
ſonro charge tem with IdolJatry. 

But we OW!LENEM to bea true Church ; which they cannot be, if 
tacy be guiltyof Idolatry: This they often urge us withal , and there 
ſeems at firſt fight to be Jometaing 1n it; And tor that. reaſon I ſhall 

* endea- 
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endeavour to give ſo clear and ſatisfatory an anſwer to it, as that we 


may never more be troubled with it. | 
The truth is, we would fain hope, becauſe they ſtill retain the Eſ- 
ſentials of Chriſtianity , and proteſs to believe all the Articles of rhe 
Chriſtian Faith, that notwithſtanding their corruptions they may {till 
retain the true Eſſence of a Church: as a man may be truly and really 


' 2 man, though he have the plague upon him; and for that reaſon be 
fit to be avoided by all that with we!l to themſelves: But if this will 


not do, we cannot help it. Therefore to puſh the matter home, [Are 
they ſure that this is a firm and good conſequence, That if they be I- 
dolaters, they cannot be a true Church? Then let them look to it. It is 
they, I takeit, that are concerned to prove themſelves a true Church, 
and not we to-prove it for them. And if they will not underſtand it 
of-themſelves, it is fit they ſhould be told that there is a great diffe- 
rence between conceſſions of charity and of neceſſity,and that a yery 
different uſe ought to be made of them. We are willing to think the 
beſt of them; bur if they diſlike our charity in this point, nothing a- 
gainſt the hair: If they will forgive us this injury, we will not olind 
them any more: But rather than have any, further difference with 
them about this matter, we wil! for qujergl ſake compound it thus; 


' That till they can clearly acquit themſelves from being [dolaters,they 


ſhail never more againſt their wills be eſteemed a true Church. 
And now to draw toa Concluſion. © 7 SO 
If it ſeem evil unto you toſerve the Lord, and to worthip him only; 


topray to him alone, and thatonly inthe name and mediation of Je- 


fus Chriſt, as he hath given us Commandment ; becauſe there is but 
one God, and one Mediator between God and Man, the Man Chriſt Feſas. 
Hf it feem evil unto you , to have the liberty to ſerve God in a Lan- 
guage you can underſtand; and to have the free ufe of the Holy S$cr- 
ptares, which are able to make men wiſe unto Salvation;and to havethe 
Sacraments of our Religion entire'y adminiſtred tous , as our Lord 
did inſtitute and appoint. be 
And on the other hand , ifit ſeem good to us, to pit our necks 
once more under that yoke, which our Fathers were not alle to bear: 
If it be really a Preferment to a Prince to hold the Pope's Stirrup,an 
a Priviledg to be depoſed by him at his pleaſure, and a courteſis ta 
be-kill'd at his command; If to pray. without underiand:ing, and x = 
Fey 
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' bey without reaſon , and to believe againſt ſenſe; if Ignorance; agd 
"implicit Faith, and an Inquiſition be in good earneſtſuch charming 
and defirable things: Then welcome Popery ; which, wherever thou 
"comeſt , doſt infa{libly bring all theſe wonderful Priviledges and 
Bleſſings along with thee. Bs | 
- _ But the Queſtionis not now about the chozce, but thechange ofour 
Religion, after we have been ſo long ſettled in the quiet poſſeſſionand 
enjoyment of it. Men are very loth to change even a falſe Religion. 
 Hlath a Nation changed their Gods, which yet are no Gods? And ſurely 
"there is much more reaſon why we ſhould be tenacious of the Truth, 
_ .and hold faſt that which is good. 
| _ Wehave the beſt Religion inthe World , the very ſame whichthe 
Son of God revealed ; which the Apoſtles planted , and: confirmed by 
Miracles , and which the noble Army of . Martyrs fealed with thew 
Blood: And we have retrench'd fromir all falſe Dodtrines and ſuper- 
Mtitious PraQices which have been added ſince. And think we may 
without immodeſty ſay, That uponthe plain ſquare of Seripture and 
reaſon, of the Tradition and Practice of the firſt and beſt Ages of the 
Chriſtian Church, we have fully juſtifies 0er Religion ,: and made it 
evident tothe World that our Adverſariesare put to yery hard ſhifts, 
and upon a perpetual diſadvantage inthe defence of Zheirs, |: 
-"I wyſhit were as eaſe for us to juſtifie our Lives-as our Religion. 
g0 not 'mean in compariſon of our Adverfaries{for that, as badas we 
are, I hope we are yet able to do) but in compariſen of the Rules. of 
-our holy Religion , from which we are -infinitely fwerv'd;-which-1 
Would to Gol we all did ſeriouſly conſider and lay to heart: I fay, in 
compariſon of the Rules ot ourE.oly Religion, which teach ws'to deny 
. wngodline(5 agid » orldly luſts, aud to live ſoberly , and riehteouly, ant 
.' godly in thiWFeſent World, in expedation of the bleſſed hope ,. and the 
£lorious appedrance of the great God, and our Saviour Feſus' Chriſt, T6. 
whom with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, &c. | 


